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SUBJECT: GENEVA CONFERENCE: LEBANESE PARTICIPATION 

REF: BEIRUT 1536 

IN A DISCUSSION WITH WORKING LEVEL OFFICIALS IN THE 
MFA APRIL 8 WE RAISED INFORMALLY THE QUESTION OF 
POSSIBLE LEBANESE PARTICIPATION IN A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
AND ASKED WHAT ISRAEL S REACTION WOULD BE. THE 
MFA OFFICIALS RESPONDED THAT IN PRINCIPLE ISRAEL WOULD 
HAVE NO OBJECTION AND OFFERED THE OPINION THAT 
LEBANESE MOVES IN THAT DIRECTION COULD BE EXPECTED. 

LEBANON WOULD SEEK TO PARTICIPATE,THEY SAID, TO 
DEMONSTRATE ITS INDEPENDENCE FROM SYRIA AND TO 
ILLUSTRATE ITS EQUALITY WITH OTHER ARAB STATES. WE 
ASKED SPECIFICALLY IF THE PARTICIPATION BY A STATE 
NOT ONE OF THE ORIGINAL PARTICIPANTS WOULD NOT 
BE USED BY THE PLO AS AN ARGUMENT FOR ITS 
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PARTICIPATION AND THE OFFICIALS THOUGHT THIS 
WOULD NOT CREATE AN UNFAVORABLE PRECEDENT FOR 
ISRAEL BECAUSE LEBANON IS A STATE. 
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